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All these types, however, were designed to particular specifica-
tions., issued by the Admiralty in the case of the Campania, and
by the Air Ministry after 1917. As a result the designer was
handicapped by the necessity of complying rigidly with the
specified requirements which frequently included the folding
of wings, fitting of certain bulky wireless equipment, gun
mountings, flotation gear, etc. etc. Under such conditions it was
difficult to produce a really clean design, so necessary for high
performance.

It was, therefore, Fairey's practice, as well as that of some of the
other wen-known aircraft firms, to produce "private-venture5*
machines. Choosing the Air Ministry specification of one type or
another, their designers would embody as many of the specified
requirements as possible which did not clash with the over-riding
consideration of a clean design and high performance.

Richard Fairey was particularly enterprising in this respect,
and in March of 1925 I saw the Fairey Fox biplane with a 450 h/p.
American Curtiss D.I2 liquid-cooled engine. This private-venture
machine marked a definite advance in the development of the
light day bomber. It had very clean lines, and in consequence its
speed had gone up to well over 150 m.p.h. which was faster than
contemporary fighters. No. 12 was the first squadron to be
equipped with this type, and they made the most of the privilege
by evolving a new technique for high-altitude bombing in
formation.

Later, the American Curtiss was replaced by a Rolls Royce
engine, but not before it had demonstrated the advantages of
reduced head resistance by compact engine design.

The same firm then produced a new fighter, the Fury, which,
with a Rolls Royce Kestrel engine, put the speed of the single-
seater twin-gun fighter ahead of the Fox and of the Hart, a some-
what similar design produced by Hawkers. Both the Fury and the
Hart with Rolls Kestrel engines survived for many years in the
fighter and day-bomber squadrons respectively of the R.A.F.
Two variations of the Hart were the Audax, in use by Army
co-operation squadrons, and the Osprey, a folding version, for the
Fleet Air Arm.

The Vickers Virginia was the bomber counterpart of the
Victoria; it proved a useful night-bomber type and lasted for some
years in R.A.F, squadrons. The Handley Page twin-engined
Hyderabad was designed for the same purpose, and remained a
contemporary of the Virginia.
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